EUROPE AS IT MIGHT BE         ia$
Louisiana a century ago, Alaska more recently,
and the Virgin Islands quite lately. It can
be given away, as Great Britain gave the
Ionian Islands to Greece. It can be
exchanged, as Heligoland was once bartered
for Zanzibar. But there are two objections
to the simple plain restoration of the Corridor
to German sovereignty. It would mean
putting a non-German population under
German rule, and it would cut off Poland
from the Baltic, and in particular from her
port of Gdynia, as East Prussia is cut off
from the rest of Germany to-day.
Some other arrangement therefore would
have had to be devised, and it would have
taken shape by 1940 in the expansion of the
area of the Free City of Danzig (which is by
no means merely a city but includes a quite
substantial agricultural hinterland) and some
modification of its constitution, so as to make
a broad neutral, or international, zone
stretching from the eastern frontier of West
Prussia to the western frontier of East Prussia,
and with its southern boundary following
roughly the line of latitude touched by the
southernmost point of Danzig territory
to-day.
No arrangement of this kind can be all
advantage, and one obvious condition would